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Welcome, 2021! 
I’m sure you’ll agree, it feels really good to turn the calendar to a 

new year! With the delivery of vaccines already underway to 

healthcare workers and other first priority citizens, I’m hopeful 

vaccines will be available to the rest of us by summer (maybe 

sooner). Until then, I will continue teaching my students online.  

I will be offering two flute studio group sessions in the coming 

months: “History of the Flute” and “Fun with Extended 

Techniques.” In the meantime, it appears that spring 

solo/ensemble festivals are a GO this year, albeit virtual. Still, 

that gives us a goal to work toward, and I encourage my students 

to participate in these events. Let’s leave 2020 in the rearview 

mirror. Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

Inside This Issue 

PG. 2 

Solo/Ensemble Time! 

Standard Audition Repertoire 

Sources for Online Music Purchases 

PG. 3 

Virtual Flute Group Sessions 

College Audition Dates  

Calendar of Events 

PG. 4 

Staying Virtual in 2021 

January Lesson Schedule  

Contact Information  

Composer of the Month 
Emily 



 

 

2 
Music 

Volume 2  |  Issue No. 5  |  MusicSmiths Flute Studio 

Solo/Ensemble Time! 

It’s that time of year! KSHSAA Solo/Ensemble festivals 

are coming up soon – time to choose a solo and/or small 

ensemble piece! Solo/Ensemble will be virtual this year 

due to the pandemic. All entries will be submitted as 

video recordings. It appears there will be a “State” 

festival only – no regional this year. That means everyone 

goes to State. Recordings will be forwarded to the 

adjudicators, who will view and evaluate each entry 

between March 28 – April 12, 2021. Students will be 

allowed to perform with recorded accompaniments (such 

as Smart Music) or with a live accompanist. More details 

will come soon, but the important task this month is to 

decide on a solo. Considering adjudication begins March 

28th, your recording will have to be submitted before that 

date – which means we need to settle on a solo as soon as 

possible. To streamline the process, here are a few things 

to keep in mind: 

*Choose a solo that’s a challenge but emphasizes your 

strengths, not your weaknesses. For example, if fast finger 

work isn’t your strong suit, don’t choose a solo with lots 

of fast runs. 

*Pay close attention to the piano accompaniment, and 

don’t wait to hire an accompanist! A good accompanist 

is crucial to a good contest experience. Ask me for 

contacts!  

*When choosing a flute trio or quartet, take into account 

the strengths of each member of the group and assign parts 

accordingly. Be realistic about the instrumentation: it’s 

much easier to find music for three flutes than a flute, sax, 

and bassoon combo. Commit to a regular practice time 

with the group. Too often, small ensembles sound 

“thrown together,” and the rating tends to reflect the lack 

of rehearsal time. Whether it’s a solo or ensemble, strive 

for a polished performance. 

*Choose a piece you like! The contest experience should be 

fun – pick a piece you enjoy! 

 

Middle School Solo/Ensemble Festivals 

I noticed that some area middle school solo/ensemble 

festivals are scheduled in early March. At this time it’s 

unclear what form they will take – in person or virtual? I 

will assume those festivals will occur in some format, so 

I’ll plan on assisting my middle school students in 

choosing a solo to work on this month. Please keep me 

posted if your band directors give you more details! 

      

 

 
Standard Audition Repertoire 

Most college music program audition requirements 

include major & minor scales, full range chromatic scale, 

and sight reading, as well as two contrasting selections 

from the standard flute repertoire, as follows: 

*1-2 movts. of a Baroque sonata (Ex.: Bach, Handel, 

Quantz, Telemann, Vivaldi) 

*Mozart concertos or Andante in C Major 

*French Conservatory piece (Flute Music by French 

Composers, pub. Schirmer) 

*20th or 21st century piece (Ex.: Debussy Syrinx; sonatas 

-- Bloch, Liebermann, Martinu, Poulenc, Prokofiev, etc) 

*Etudes or other technical study (Ex.: Selected Studies for 

Flute by Voxman, pub. Rubank) 

See pg. 3 for 2021 college music scholarship audition 

dates and links for application information. 

 

 

Sources for Online Music Purchases  

I recommend ordering music from the following 

online stores: 

 

Sheet Music Plus 

Pro tip: To save on shipping costs, choose “Budget 

Delivery” on the shipping page – flat fee of $5.95; 

usually arrives in 1-2 weeks. 

Flute World 

Pro tip: Enter the title and composer in the search field 

to save having to wade through all the flute music 

pages, which can sometimes be confusing. 

J.W. Pepper 

Pro tip: Inventory is listed in alphabetical order by title, 

so know what title you are looking for! 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music 

Pro tip: As with Flute World, the search field is the best 

place to start save time! 

 

https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/
https://www.fluteworld.com/
https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/welcome.jsp
https://www.flute4u.com/
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College Audition Dates 

  

Emporia State University                                                    

February 11 & April 1, 2021: Virtual Auditions via Zoom                                               

https://www.emporia.edu/department-liberal-arts-

sciences/department-music/scholarships/ 

Kansas State University  

February 1, 2021: Priority Deadline for Scholarship 

Consideration. For more information and to apply: 

https://www.k-state.edu/mtd/music/auditions/ 

Pittsburgh State University 

February 19, 2021 For more information and to apply: 

https://www.pittstate.edu/music/music-scholarship-auditions-

and-application.html 

University of Kansas 

February 13 & 20, 2021: Individual faculty appointments upon 

submission of a video audition. For more info/registration: 

https://go2.ku.edu/portal/auditions 

UMKC Conservatory of Music 

February 15 & March 5, 2021 

https://conservatory.umkc.edu/admissions/auditions.html 

Washburn University  

February 6 and 13, 2021; March 20, 2021; April 17,2021 
https://washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/arts-

sciences/departments/music/scholarships-auditions.html 

Wichita State University 

February 6, 2021 (Audition video due January 23rd) 

April 10, 2021 (Audition video due March 27th) 

https://www.wichita.edu/academics/fine_arts/music/audition.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Calendar of Events 
 

KMEA State Honor Band Auditions 

Auditions will be virtual in January 2021. 

Deadline for submissions: January 8, 2021, 11:59 pm 

For more information: 

https://ksmea.org/2021-isw-announcement/ 

 

Kansas John Philip Sousa Junior Honor Band 

The Sousa Honor Band will be virtual in January 2021. 

For more information: 

http://ks-sousahonorband.org/information/audition-

timeline/ 

 

History of the Flute + World Flutes 

Friday, February 5, 2021 

4:00-5:00 pm 

Zoom – Link will be emailed by Feb.4th 

 

 

 

Virtual Flute Group Sessions 

History of the Flute + World Flutes 

Friday, February 5, 4:00-5:00 pm 

Zoom (link will be emailed by Feb. 4th) 

Hey, there’s no school on February 5th! You’re invited 

to spend some time with me and other studio members 

for a little history lesson on how the instrument we all 

know and love to play came to be. We’ll explore 

different types of flutes around the world and hear some 

audio examples. 

 

Fun with Extended Techniques 

April 2021 – TBA 

Learn how to make special effect sounds on your flute! 

Extended techniques are popping up more and more in 

contemporary music. We’ll explore some of the most 

common techniques, i.e. harmonics, flutter tonguing, 

key clicks, pitch bending, beat-boxing, and more! 

 

You can also find links to college music departments 

on my website: 

https://www.musicsmithsflutestudio.com/ 

 

https://www.emporia.edu/department-liberal-arts-sciences/department-music/scholarships/
https://www.emporia.edu/department-liberal-arts-sciences/department-music/scholarships/
https://www.k-state.edu/mtd/music/auditions/
https://www.pittstate.edu/music/music-scholarship-auditions-and-application.html
https://www.pittstate.edu/music/music-scholarship-auditions-and-application.html
https://go2.ku.edu/portal/auditions
https://conservatory.umkc.edu/admissions/auditions.html
https://washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/arts-sciences/departments/music/scholarships-auditions.html
https://washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/arts-sciences/departments/music/scholarships-auditions.html
https://www.wichita.edu/academics/fine_arts/music/audition.php
https://ksmea.org/2021-isw-announcement/
http://ks-sousahonorband.org/information/audition-timeline/
http://ks-sousahonorband.org/information/audition-timeline/
https://www.musicsmithsflutestudio.com/
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Staying Virtual in 2021 

 January Lesson Schedule 

♪ Sun. 12/20/20-Sun. 1/3/21 

Winter Break 

♪ Mon. 1/4/21 – Lessons resume 

♪ Mon. 1/18 – MLK Day; no school,  

lessons scheduled as usual. 

Please note: All lessons will continue to be 

taught online until further notice. My policy is 

to make up missed lessons if I receive advance 

notice. No-shows will not be made up. 

 

 

     At this time, I have no plans to resume in-studio lessons – not in 

the near future, at least. Until a COVID vaccine is widely 

accessible, I feel it is prudent to continue teaching online. I’m also 

planning to delay my studio recital until later in the spring when 

the weather is warmer, and we can have it outdoors if we need to. 

One event that I know is still on is spring solo/ensemble festival! 

KSHSAA is planning to hold virtual regional/state events this 

spring (see pg. 2 for  more info). I’m excited to spend the next few 

months coaching my students as they prepare their solos for the 

festival! I’m also planning a couple of virtual group sessions in 

early 2021, based on the survey responses I received earlier this 

fall. Topics include “History of the Flute” and “Extended 

Techniques” (see pg. 3 for details). Thank you all for your 

patience and understanding with this less-than-ideal lesson 

format. My students have adapted well – real troupers! I look 

forward to the day I can see you all in person again! Here’s to a 

brighter New Year! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Composer of the Month 

Franz Schubert 

b. January 31, 1797 

d. November 19, 1828 

Austrian composer, violinist, 

and pianist who composed 

some 1500 works during his 

short life, including vocal 

works, string quartets, and 

orchestral works. Schubert is 

best known for his art songs and piano works. 

He also composed nine symphonies, the most 

famous of which is No. 8 “Unfinished,” which 

consists of only two completed movements. 

Schubert wrote a set of variations in E minor for 

flute and piano, Trockne Blumen (“Dry 

Flowers” 1824), based on the 18th song of his 

song cycle Die Schöne Müllerin. His Sonata in 

A minor for Arpeggione and Piano (1824) 

has been transcribed for flute.  

 

 

 

Emily Smith 

1454 W. Prairie Terrace, Olathe, KS 66061 
  

 

 

esmithflute@gmail.com   

 

 

913-909-3025   

 

 

www.musicsmithsflutestudio.com 

https://www.facebook.com/musicsmithsflutestudio/ 
  

 

 

http://www.musicsmithsflutestudio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/musicsmithsflutestudio/

