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Giving Thanks 
    Where has the time gone? The holiday season is just around the 

corner! As marching season comes to a close, it’s a good time to get those 

marching flutes (and piccs) cleaned and adjusted. See p.2 for flute repair 

recommendations. Are you in the market for a new flute? I can arrange 

for Judi’s Woodwinds to send me several different brands you can try 

out during your lesson; details p.2. A former student, OWHS graduate 

Sophie Stone, will perform with the Olathe Community Orchestra on 

November 14th. Sophie was the 2020 OCO Scholarship winner; the 

pandemic delayed her performance. I encourage all of my students to 

attend – it will be a fun concert, and it’s free! Note: masks are required. 

Best of luck on your district auditions! 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Annual Flute Buying Guide 

   Buying a new flute can be a fun, exciting . . . and confusing 

experience. One of my favorite parts of my job is helping to 

navigate my students through the process. Here are some 

tips to keep in mind before you start looking at flutes.  

   First, think of buying a flute in much the same way you 

consider the purchase of a new car. It’s an expensive 

investment, so you’ll want to “test drive” several models 

before you settle on one. Expect to spend around $2,000 for 

a new step-up flute. But, like a car, there are several 

“standard features” you want to look for. Here’s a list of the 

features a good step-up should have: 

1) Solid Silver head joint. The head joint is the resonator of 

the instrument; solid silver is a must for a beautiful, resonant 

sound. A silver-plated body/foot is less expensive, but if you 

can afford it, a solid silver body/foot is more resonant. 

 2)   B-foot joint. Most step-up flutes come with a “B-foot” – 

the foot joint has an extra key and is longer than the “C-

foot” on a beginner flute. The extra length enhances the 

sound in all registers.  

3)  Open-hole keys/offset G key. The open holes also enhance 

the sound. Most G keys these days are “offset,” just like on 

closed hole flutes, which makes them more ergonomic. 

4) Handcrafting. From the lip plate to the pads, many 

features are handcrafted, not factory-made.  

How Do I Know It’s the Right Flute for Me? 

*Sound: Play some long tones and part of a solo or etude in 

all registers. The sound should be clear, notes should speak 

well, and you shouldn’t have to strain to reach upper notes. 

*Response: Play some scales and a few fast passages. The 

keys should respond easily; if you feel like you’re working 

hard, try another flute! 

*Overall comfort: Do you like how it feels in your hands? 

Does it play easily? Do you like the way you sound? If so, 

then you’ve found your flute! If not, then keep looking. Take 

your time and try as many different models as possible. Not 

every flute fits every player. Find the best flute for you! 
 

 

 

 

 
Where Can I Buy a Good Flute? 

 
In the Kansas City area, the best source for purchasing high  

quality step-up flutes is Judi’s Woodwind Shop, located just 

north of Leavenworth, KS. Judi Dietz is a highly skilled flute 

repair technician and sells several top flute brands in many 

price ranges: Altus, Azumi, Miyazawa, Lyric, Trevor James, 

Powell Sonare, Northbridge, and more. She can send several  

different brands to me for my students to try out in my studio. 

Let me know your price range, and I will contact Judi to send 

me flutes for you to try. For more information about Judi’s 

Woodwind Shop, visit her website: 

http://www.judiswwshop.com/ 

There are also several reputable online sources. The following  

sites carry high quality flutes and offer trial options so you can try 

before you buy: 

Flute World       Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 

Flutistry Boston      Flute Center of New York  

 

Flute Repair Technicians 
BAC Horn Doctor               Doctor Note 

Kristy Filippini, tech            Harold Steinhardt, tech 

14933 Metcalf Avenue           7385 Metcalf Avenue  

Overland Park, KS 66223     Overland Park, KS 66212 

913.390.1776                           913.648.2696 

 

Judi's Woodwind Shop      Olathe Band Instrument 

Judi Dietz, tech                      Mike Rankin, tech 

18431 Logan Road                 15665 Lake Rd 4, Gardner, KS 

Leavenworth, KS 66048        913.302.2411 

913.772.4568  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.judiswwshop.com/
https://www.fluteworld.com/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=pmd_VGSwQRRu7t7XR_GCdBwdUajxxB994VO98lEiQUxmku4-1635545605-0-gqNtZGzNAiWjcnBszQ4R
https://www.flute4u.com/?utm_source=GMBlisting&utm_medium=organic
https://www.flutistry.com/
https://flutecenter.com/
http://www.bacmusic.com/
http://www.doctornote.net/
http://www.judiswwshop.com/
https://www.olatheband.com/
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Olathe Community Orchestra Concert 

Featuring 2020 High School Scholarship 

Winner Sophie Stone, flutist 

   In March 2020, Sophie Stone, one of my students, 

auditioned for the Olathe Community Orchestra’s 

annual High School Scholarship Competition. Sophie 

won the competition, but the very next week 

everything went into lockdown due to the pandemic. 

The April 2020 concert, on which she would have 

performed her solo with the orchestra was canceled. The 

OCO was also forced to cancel its 2020-2021 season.  

   We are pleased to announce that Sophie will finally be 

performing her solo with the OCO on Sunday, 

November 14, 2021, 3:00 pm, at Grace United 

Methodist Church, 11485 S. Ridgeview Road, Olathe. 

She will perform Andante in C Major for Flute and 

Orchestra by W.A. Mozart. The concert is free and open 

to the public. Masks are required. 

   Sophie Stone is a recent graduate of Olathe West 

High School. Currently, she attends the University of 

Kansas with a major in Music Therapy. While in high 

school, she was a member of the Olathe West Marching 

Band. She held leadership positions such as drum major 

and flute section leader her junior and senior years. 

During her senior year of high school, she was a 

member of the Olathe Youth Symphony Orchestra. In 

the summer of 2019, right before her junior year, she 

traveled across Europe with the Blue Lake 

International Northern Winds Symphonic Band. 

Currently in Sophie’s Collegiate career, she is a member 

of the Marching Jayhawks, as well as the KU 

Symphonic Band. 

 

 

 

 Coming Events 
 

ECKMEA HS District Honor Band Auditions 

Deadline to Submit Video Recordings:  

November 3, 2021 

 

Kansas City Flute Association 

Recital & Flute Beatboxing 101 with Dr. Brittany Trotter 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 

1:00-3:00 pm 

Zoom 

Registration required. Fee: Free to KCFA members  

Non-members: $10 

To register:  KCFA Nov Event 

Learn the fundamental beatboxing techniques of drum kit sounds, 

hi-hat, bass drum, snare drum, and rim shot in this interactive 

workshop! 

 

Olathe Community Orchestra Concert: “Bon Bons” 

Featuring Sophie Stone, 2020 HS Scholarship Winner 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 

3:00 pm 

Grace United Methodist Church 

11485 S. Ridgeview Road, Olathe, KS 66061 

Free and open to the public 

Masks required 

Program: Mozart’s Andante in C Major for Flute &  

Orchestra; Praeludium by Armas Järnefelt; Pavane by  

Gabriel Fauré; Federal Overture by Benjamin Carr;  

Symphony in D Major, K.V. 297, “Paris” by Mozart. 

https://www.olatheorchestra.org/ 

 
     

Sophie Stone, 2020 winner  

of the Olathe Community 

Orchestra’s High School 

Scholarship Competition,  

will perform the Mozart  

Andante in C Major for  

Flute & Orchestra  

with the OCO on Sunday, 

November 14, 2021. 

 

       

 

https://kcfa.wildapricot.org/event-4424146
https://www.olatheorchestra.org/
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Things I’m Thankful for This Year: 

Covid vaccines – For allowing me to resume teaching in-

person lessons and to get back to a more normal life. 

Technology – Allows me to continue to teach and 

communicate with my students if in-person lessons are 

not possible . . . maybe even snow days? 

Live Music – Resuming orchestra rehearsals and 

concerts! I’ve really missed playing in a group! 

Fall color – I love the view from my back deck in the 

fall, as you can see in the photos on this page!  

Family & Friends – My husband, my son, my mom, and 

extended family and friends. 

My Students! 

 

 
Nov/Dec Lesson Schedule 

♪ No lessons November 24-28: 

Thanksgiving Break.  

♪ No lessons December 19, 2021 – 

January 2, 2022: Winter Break. 

Lessons resume January 3, 2022 

Please note: My policy is to make up missed 

lessons if I receive advance notice. No-shows 

will not be made up. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Composer of the Month 

Anton Stamitz 

b. November (c. 27 -- baptized) 1750 

d. c. 1789-1809 

Composer/violinist Anton Stamitz, 

the second son of famed composer 

Johann Stamitz, was born during a 

family trip to Deutschbrod (Czech 

Republic); his exact birthdate is 

uncertain. In 1770 he traveled to 

Paris with his brother Carl, where he established 

himself as a musician. He also played in the 

King’s court in Versailles, 1782-1789. His output 

includes a concerto for two flutes, several 

concertos and caprices for solo flute, and Six 

Duos for Two Flutes, Op. 1. After the French 

Revolution in 1789, his biography is unknown. 

He is believed to have died in poverty due to 

numerous debts or perhaps in an asylum 

sometime between 1789 and 1809. 

 

 

 

 

Emily Smith 

1454 W. Prairie Terrace, Olathe, KS 66061 
  

 

 

esmithflute@gmail.com   

 

 

913-909-3025   

 

 

www.musicsmithsflutestudio.com 

https://www.facebook.com/musicsmithsflutestudio/ 
  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.musicsmithsflutestudio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/musicsmithsflutestudio/

